
  REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF HEMINGFORD BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

January 20, 2026-6:00pm 
700 Box Butte Ave. Hemingford, NE. 69348 

Zoom Virtual Meeting information 
Meeting ID 82107038186 Passcode 799505 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Opening Prayer-Jake Frost 
Meeting Call to Order @ 6:00 p.m. 
Roll Call: Present Mahony, Hunter, Frost, Smith, Wacker 
Public Meeting Information- Public Open Meeting Act poster location was pointed out on the north wall of Council 
 Chambers located at the Village office. 

 
Consent Calendar: Items included minutes of the December 16, 2025 regular meeting. Claims against the village 
of $98,671.71. Claims against Utilities of $107,853.32.  Claims against the Hemingford Street Project Phase 1 of 
$160,421.57. December 2025 Village Financial Statements and Bank Reconciliations.  December 2025 Library 
Report.  
Motion By: Mahony, Second by Frost to approve the consent calendar as read. 
Voting Aye: Mahony, Hunter, Frost, Smith, Wacker. 

 
Discussion and possible action:  Bridget Johnston and Austin Benda from the Hemingford High School Hope Squad 
requested that the Village Board of Trustees proclaim February 12, 2026 as a Day of Hope in Hemingford.  February 12, 
2026 Hemingford Public Schools is celebrating a “Day of Hope”. This is a National Day of Action to raise awareness about 
mental health, strengthen connections and prevent suicide in our communities.  The Hope Squad is an evidence-based, 
peer-to-peer youth suicide prevention program focused on strengthen connections, community and hope in schools.  The 
Hope Squad is comprised of 2-3 students from each class, grades 7-12. These class representatives are elected by their 
peers. Chairman Wacker read the “Day of Hope” Proclamation and officially proclaimed February 12, 2026 as a Day of 
Hope” in Hemingford Nebraska, encouraging the community to join our efforts in any way that is personally meaningful.  

 
Discussion and possible action: The Hemingford Library Board was represented by Board members Linda 
Petersen, Cindy Davies, and Director Cindi Trickler. The Library Board would like the Board of Trustees to consider 
purchasing the hardware store located at 800 Box Butte Ave. Hemingford. The purchase of the building would 
then be used to expand the current library, as well as potentially offering community meeting space or another 
business. Sale price of the building is $160,000, has had the furnace and air conditioning replaced as well as 
bathroom and lighting fixtures on the main level. Realtor and Owner contact information was shared. There was 
no action taken on this item at this time.  

 
Discussion and possible action:  Ed Planansky came to the Board to request an electric rate change for his North RV Lot. 
The electric service on this lot is the commercial rate of 0.1370 cents per kWh with a minimum of $39.00 and a $32.00 
meter fee. This RV lot, traditionally in the past, has been the host to many custom harvest crews. Over the last several 
years this has not been the case. The lot is still set up for commercial usage but there is one camper (RV) on the site that 
is used as a permanent residence and has been for approximately 5 years. Mr. Planansky would like the rate changed to 
the residential rate of 0.1282 cents per kWh with a minimum rate of 26.00 as this camper (RV) is now a primary residence. 
The Board decided that they would need further information, to be gathered by the Village Attorney, Administrator and 
Deputy Clerk before making a decision changing the rate. This matter will be revisited at the next regular meeting of the 
Village of Hemingford Board of Trustees.  



 
 Discussion and possible action:  Barb Keegan reported to the Board that there has been 158 EMS calls in 2025, the two 
new defibrillators are in service. EMT certifications renew in March, the department will be going from 11 certified 
members to 9. At this point in time, after reviewing the billing rates and the agreement with the Village of Hemingford 
there is no need for any changes to either the rates or agreement. The new ambulance will be unit #410 and is currently 
on the production line and looking towards a late February delivery. Once delivered it should take approximately 2 weeks 
to place into service . At that time unit #411 will come out of service for annual inspections and updates then placed back 
into service. Unit #412 will be decommissioned as an ambulance and used in other capacities. Nine members are able to 
take advantage of the $250 Volunteer EMS tax credit.   
 

 
Discussion and possible action: Handicap parking space in front of the American Legion, Seth Heitz, Utility Superintendent 
informed the Board that placing Handicap parking places anywhere downtown would take two parking spots to create 
one handicap spot. The Board took no action on this item.  
 
Discussion and possible action: Renewal of the Utilities Certificate of Deposit in the amount of $500,000 plus interest. 
Renewal for a 3-month CD would be an interest rate of 3.5% and 6-month for 3.55% at Nebraska Bank.  
Motion by Frost, Second Smith to renew the Utilities 3-month Certificate of Deposit for 6 months at an interest rate of 
3.55% with Nebraska Bank in the amount of $500,000 plus accrued interest. 
Voting Aye: Mahony, Hunter, Frost, Smith, Wacker. 
 
Discussion and possible action: Both Kyle and Barb will be attending the League of Municipalities Accounting and Finance 
Conference in June of this year. The regular meeting of the Village of Hemingford Board of Trustees for June falls during 
that time, Straub is requesting that the meeting date be set for Monday June 15th at 6pm to accommodate attendance at 
the conference.  
Motion by Smith, Second by Hunter to move the June 2026 regular meeting of the Village of Hemingford Board of 
Trustees from Tuesday June 16, 2026 to Monday June 15, 2026 at 6pm. 
Voting Aye: Mahony, Hunter, Frost, Smith, Wacker. 
 
Discussion and possible action: Area communities are charging extra for ground opening and closing at their cemeteries 
that occur on a holiday, Hemingford is not. In there past few months there have been several requests for holiday burials. 
Employees are paid two and one half (2 ½) time their regular rate of pay on a holiday. Straub requested a small extra 
charge for holiday requested burials of $100. This would be in addition to the regular fee for opening and closing of the 
ground if it is a village paid holiday.  
Motion by Mahony, Second by Hunter to add a $100 fee to the cemetery rates if the opening and closing of the ground is 
requested for a village observed holiday.  
Voting Aye: Mahony, Hunter, Frost, Smith, Wacker. 

 
Administrators Report: Box butte County Sheriffs Office report is in the Board packet and on file in the office, the Elf Hunt 
utility promotion went well $600 in utility bill credit was awarded to 10 different winners, year-end payroll is completed, 
currently working updates to the employees handbook, also looking at grants through AARP, and Safe Streets 4 All, 
funding for the replacement of Well 4 is still not confirmed but is looking like it might be 75% loan and 25% grant, total for 
the project is just short of $500,000. The March Board meeting falls during Clerk School with both Kyle and Barb will be 
attending so they will join by zoom and ask that Libby take minutes of the meeting.  Barb has been asked to do a 
presentation on fundraising during clerk school which Joni Jespersen is helping with.  

  



Utilities Department Report:  The new pool cover has been delivered and the drains and grates have been installed at the 
pool. The last block of the street project has been poured and will be opened next Monday 1/26/26. A walk-thru of the 
project was done with Seth, Kyle, the MC Schaff inspector and engineer and contractor supervisor. There were several 
cracks that were identified for filling and a few alley approaches that needed to be repaired. Sod will need to be laid once 
there is warmer weather.  During the water project phase of the project another water line was located crews will 
abandon that line once it is fully determined if any residents are connected to that service line.  
 
 Code Enforcement Report: New reports were produced with the new software program. The Board will review the 
reports and will contact the office with any questions or concerns. 
 
Public Comment:  Barb Keegan:  told the Board that there are 2 handicapped parking spots at the care center that at least 
one is always blocked when EMS is called for service. 
Ken Bryner: Commented to the Board that if there could not be a 4 way stop at the Sidney Ave. and Custer St. intersection 
base and the amount of traffic Then the 3 and 4 way stops on Box Butte Ave should be removed. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:17pm by Mahony Second by Hunter.  
Voting Aye: Mahony, Hunter, Frost, Smith, Wacker. 
 
 
 
 
 

Attest: 
______________________________________ 
Rick Wacker, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 

Barb Straub, Clerk 


