
  REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF HEMINGFORD BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

March 17, 2026-6:00pm 
700 Box Butte Ave. Hemingford, NE. 69348 

Zoom Virtual Meeting information 
Meeting ID 9786623827 Passcode 931989 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Opening Prayer-Will Mahony 
Meeting Call to Order @ 6:00 p.m. 
Roll Call: Present Mahony, Hunter, Frost, Smith,  
Motion by Smith, Second by Mahony to excuse Chairman Wacker due to illness 
Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, and Frost. 
Public Meeting Information- Public Open Meeting Act poster location was pointed out on the north wall of Council 
 Chambers located at the Village office. 

 
Consent Calendar: Items included minutes of the February 17, 2026 regular meeting. Claims against the village 
of $53,630.69. Claims against Utilities of $140,075.14.  Claims against the Hemingford Care Center for roof repair 
of $14,362.77. February 2026 Village Financial Statements and Bank Reconciliations.  February 2026 Library 
Report. February 2026 Box Butte County Sheriffs Office report, and the February 2026 Hemingford Volunteer Fire 
Department report. 
Motion By: Mahony, Second by Hunter to approve the consent calendar as read. 
Voting Aye: Frost, Hunter, Mahony, Smith 

 
Discussion and possible action:  Kelsey Ramos, representing the Hemingford Chamber of Commerce, ask the Board for 
approval to close the 700 block of Box Butte Ave. on June 13th 2026 from 3:00 pm to 11:59 pm for Family Fun Days events 
and street dance.  She would also like permission to close Custer Street on Friday June 12th from 6:00 am to 1:00pm for a 
basketball tournament associated with Family Fun Days.  
Motion by Smith, Second by Mahony to allow the Closing of the 700 Block of Box Butte Ave. on Saturday June 13th, 2026 
from 3:00pm to 11:59pm for Family Fun Days events.  
Voting Aye: Frost, Hunter, Mahony, Smith 
Because the request for closure on Custer Street on the 12th was not on the agenda NO ACTION WAS TAKEN on that 
request and will be considered at the next regular meeting of the Hemingford Board of Trustees on April 21, 2026 
 
Discussion and possible action: Adding stop signs on Laramie Ave. at the intersection of Laramie Ave. and Ord St. 
The stop sign would be on Laramie stopping North and South bound traffic. Resident Todd Wells requested this 
agenda item and was not present, therefore NO ACTION WAS TAKEN 
 
Discussion and possible action:  SWANN update. Rick Wacker was absent, therefore NO ACTION TAKEN or 
information shared. 

 
 Discussion and possible action:  Donating water to get the golf course back to working condition. Seth Heitz shared with 
the Board that there are a group of volunteers that want to get a few holes of the golf course going again. Main irrigation 
is off the non-potable water supply and has not been running in years. The request from the group is for the Village to 
donate the water for the first year of operation. No further information on their actual plans is available at this time. The 
Board thinks this is a great idea but would like more information as to what the vision of the golf course might be. There 



are a few volunteers that mow each year. Seth will turn on the water and see what it looks like, as far as potential leaks. 
The subject will be considered at the next regular meeting of the Hemingford Board of Trustees on April 21, 2026 

 
Discussion and possible action: Regarding potential Ordinance #830 Animals Resident Eric Pehoviack, brought up dog and 
cat taxes registration (licenses), previously dogs were the only animal required to be licensed. Eric doesn’t have issue with 
the registration of the animals but doesn’t want the cost over the lifetime of the animals. He feels this should be a one 
time fee. Code enforcement mentioned that the Village has had issues with feral cats and/or proof of ownership in the 
event that cats were located off property.  
Eric pointed out that the old ordinance addresses chickens running at large but not cats, an Animal kennel is already 
defined as more than three animals on a property and prohibits feeding feral animals. He is concerned about needing to 
license birds for those that have bird feeders, and such. He would also like to see a verbiage change from poisonous 
snakes to venomous snakes. He would like to see the ordinance address only dogs but his preference would to be to 
postpone indefinitely or kill the ordinance.  
The ordinance also addressed the authority of code enforcement to carry out duties necessary relating to dangerous 
dogs.  
This ordinance was not on the agenda, as staff recognized the need for further review before the ordinance is either 
passed or killed on the third reading. It is expected that the revised ordinance will be submitted for council review at the 
May 19, 2026 Regular meeting of the Hemingford Board of Trustees. 
 
Discussion and possible action: Certificates of Deposit for Keno funds of $50,000 and City Sales Tax funds of $800,000 will 
mature on April 3, 2026 prior to the next meeting of the Board of Trustees. Renewal rates for a 3-, 6-or 12-month CD will 
be 3.5% interest with Nebraska Bank. It is the recommendation of the Administrator that the Keno fund CD be rolled into 
a 6-month CD in the amount of $50,000 plus accrued interest to be determined at maturity, and the City Sales Tax funds 
be rolled into a 3-month CD in the amount of $800,000 plus accrued interest to be determined at maturity. 
Motion by Mahony, Second by Smith to renew the Keno fund CD in the amount of $50,000 plus accrued interest to be 
determined at maturity in a 6-month CD, and the City Sales Tax CD in the amount of $800,000 plus accrued interest to be 
determined at maturity in a 3-month CD. Both with an interest rate of 3.5% and both at Nebraska Bank 
Voting Aye: Frost, Hunter, Mahony, Smith 

 
Administrators Report: The Utility staff is planning on working a 4X10 hour work week from Memorial Day to Labor Day 
from 6:00am to 4:00pm, the bonds for the street project sold interest had been projected at 4.331% but we were able to 
lock in a lower rate of 4.23% at the time of the sale. The Hemingford North project for the road leading to Box Butte 
Reservoir (Hemingford is responsible for ¼ mile) Box Butte County Roads department has applied for two federal grants 
one at Senator Fischer’s office and one at Congressman Smith’s office on behalf of the Village, Box Butte and Dawes 
Counties. Bond series 2013 has been paid off 5 years early by taking $23,634.96 out of Sales tax funds and $74,752.92 
that was interest earned out of the Street Project Account, the Oregon Trail Community Foundation grant request of 
$20,000 that would have gone to the pool resurfacing project was not received.   

  
Utilities Department Report:  Water service at 420 Sidney was repaired and curb stop replaced. Conducted a walk-thru of 
the Hemingford School project to determine what utilities will need to be moved, equipment need for the summer 
months is being serviced. 
 
 Code Enforcement Report: The vaccination clinic was held on March 7, 2026 roughly 35 animals were vaccinated, 20 
licenses were issued. A reminder will be issued to the animal license holders who have not yet licensed their pets for this 
year. Working with residents on property clean up. And there are still a few issues to be worked out on the reports that 
will be produced by the new software system.  
 



 
Public Comment:  Eric Pehoviack- mentioned that there is water on standby if ever needed for fires. 

Marley Pehoviack- mentioned that there are cemetery records at the Village Library if needed for the                     
upcoming project.  

 
Motion to adjourn at 6:54pm by Mahony Second by Hunter.  
Voting Aye: Frost, Hunter, Mahony, Smith 
 
 
 
 

Attest: 
______________________________________ 
Rick Wacker, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 

Barb Straub, Clerk 


