
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF HEMINGFORD BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

May 19, 2026 – 6:00pm 
700 Box Butte Ave. Hemingford, NE 69348 

Zoom Virtual Meeting information 
Meeting ID 978 662 3827 Passcode 931989 

 
Pledge of Allegiance  
Opening Prayer -W. Mahony 
Meeting Call to Order @ 6:01 p.m.  
Roll Call – Present: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost Absent: Wacker 
Public Meeting Information – Public Open Meeting Act poster location was pointed out on the north wall 
of Council Chambers located at the Village Office. 

Motion to excuse Chairman Wacker from the May 19, 2026 Regular Meeting of the Hemingford 
Village Board of Trustees. 
 Motion By: Mahony, Second by Smith  
Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Consent Calendar: Items included minutes of the April 21, 2026 regular meeting. Claims against the 
Village of $142,528.86. Claims against the Utilities of $137,664.02. Claims against the HCCC of $7,000. 
April 2026 Village Financial Statements and Bank Reconciliations. April 2026 Library Report. April 2026 Box 
Butte County Sheriff’s Office Report. April 2026 HVFD Report. 
Motion By: Mahony, Second by Hunter to approve the consent calendar as read.  
Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Discussion and possible action: Updates and grant opportunities. David Valenko from PADD presented 
information on available CDBG grants including Downtown Revitalization, Economic Development, Public 
Works, Tourism, and Planning Grants. He explained SHPO requirements, Davis-Bacon wage rules, and the 
need to collect letters of interest from downtown businesses before applying. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

Discussion and possible action: Adding a handicap parking spot in front of Raben’s Market. Discussion was 
held regarding the potential addition of a handicap parking stall. Concerns included the possibility of 
multiple businesses requesting dedicated stalls and the loss of parking spaces, but that this space could 
also satisfy the library‘s requests for handicap parking.. NO ACTION TAKEN. Handicap parking questions 
will be added to the community survey for possible Board action at a later date. 

Information Only: Adding stop signs on Laramie Ave. and the intersection of Laramie Ave. and Ord St. 
Informational-only stop signs were discussed for northbound and southbound traffic at Laramie and Ord. 
NO ACTION TAKEN. The need for stop signs questions will be added to the community survey for possible 
Board action at a later date. 



Discussion and possible action: EMT Update – Barb Keegan 45 EMS calls year-to-date, 14 qualifying for 
reimbursement. Barb obtained title documentation to request $75,000 reimbursement from HHS. New 
ambulance 411 delivered April 28. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

Information Only: Simmons Olsen Law Firm rate changes effective June 1, 2026 the attorney will attend 
meetings virtually unless requested to attend in person. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

Discussion and possible action: LB759 update. Adopting Nebraska’s minimum standards for pool 
inspections and partnering with Alliance for pool inspections. Discussion was held regarding adopting new 
state standards and entering an interlocal agreement with Alliance for inspection services come June. NO 
ACTION TAKEN. 

Discussion and possible action: Revamping Hemingford’s drug testing policy. Discussion was held 
regarding eliminating random testing and retaining pre-employment, reasonable suspicion, and post-
accident testing. NO ACTION TAKEN, as updates will be approved under Item: Employee Handbook 
Revisions. 

Discussion and possible action: Paying off the second Pool Line of Credit that was opened for the pool 
resurfacing project. Barb presented a plan to pay off the pool resurfacing line of credit using a City Sales 
Tax CD maturing July 5, 2026. Payments of $3,300 from pool sales tax revenues, (average $4,200 monthly) 
will be used to repay the City Sales Tax Account. Paying off the line of credit at this time saves the Village 
approximately 2% in interest. 
Motion By: Smith, Second by Mahony to approve paying off the pool line of credit. 
 Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Discussion and possible action: Approval of keeping the original pool Line of Credit open in the amount of 
$200,000 and adding Rick Wacker and Kyle Huss as authorized signers.  
Motion By: Hunter, Second by Smith to approve keeping the pool Line of Credit open and updating 
signers. Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Discussion and possible action: Ordinance #838, revising the Electric Meter rate ordinance to reflect 
current billing practices and alleviate any concerns to the contrary.  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF HEMINGFORD TO REVISE THE RATES FOR ELECTRIC SERVICE IN THE 
VILLAGE OF HEMINGFORD, RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING DISCONTINUANCE OF ELECTRIC 
ENERGY AND SERVICE, AND REPEALING ALL OTHER ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE.  
Motion By: Smith, Second by Mahony to advance Ordinance 838 to the second reading at the June 15, 
2026 Regular Meeting of the Hemingford Village Board of Trustees. 
 Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Discussion and possible action: Approval of revisions to the Employee Handbook. Removing sections 
regarding the Hemingford Police Department and law enforcement officers, updates to vacation and sick 
leave time accrual and payouts, removal of outdated COVID policies, and correction of typographical 
errors.  



Motion By: Smith, Second by Mahony to approve the revisions to the Employee Handbook with noted 
corrections to sick time accrual. 
Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 

Discussion and possible action: Accepting Barb Straub’s letter of intent to retire. Barb Straub submitted 
her letter of intent to retire effective July 31, 2026. The Board expressed appreciation for her service and 
commitment.  
Motion By: Mahony, Second by Smith to accept the letter of intent to retire.  
Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Discussion and possible action: Approval of Resolution 2026-03  
A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF HEMINGFORD, NEBRASKA, ESTABLISHING SUPPORT, ENDORSEMENT 
AND COOPERATION FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT’S 
LEADERSHIP COMMUNITY CERTIFICATION.  
Motion By: Mahony, Second by Smith to approve Resolution 2026-03. 
 Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Discussion and possible action: Approval to give an incentive of $5 off July Utility Bills to Hemingford 
Utility customers that complete the new community survey required by the Updated Comprehensive Plan 
and as part of the Leadership Community recertification process. 
  Motion By: Hunter, Second by Smith to approve the incentive. 
 Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
 
Utilities Department Report: New employee Tucker Hill hired. Summer help has started. Pool filled and 
operational. Pool House, Splash Pad, and Ballfield Concessions open. Parking lines and crosswalks painted. 
Pool leak identified and resolved. 

Code Enforcement Report – Kyla Cotant: Case updates provided. 

Public Comment – No additional public comments were made. 

Motion to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. by Mahony, Second by Hunter.  
Voting Aye: Smith, Mahony, Hunter, Frost 
        ______________________________ 
        Vice- Chairman, Jake Frost 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Clerk, Barb Straub 


